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ID.LOC.GOV – LC Linked Data Service 
What is it? 
 

 It is a data service.   
 It makes LC cataloging data available as data. 
  In RDF (Resource Description Format) 
 It serves other libraries and librarians. 

 
What is it not? 
 

 It is not an OPAC (Online Public Access Catalog). 
 It is not designed for typical library  
  patrons (researchers, etc.) 
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ID – 2012 
 15 datasets 

 
 
ID – 2022 

 100+ datasets 
 
 
Growth principally in support of 
Bibframe. 
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“Cataloging” vocabularies tend to be 
small in size. 
 
Basically lists of values. 
 
Most used in today’s MARC cataloging, 
but have been supplemented. 
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2012 
 Relatively few downloads, one for each dataset  
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2012 
Small datasets – relatively easy to produce. 
Large datasets – difficult, time-consuming to produce. 
  
Example LCSH: ~415,000 resources  

 Took ~12 hours for MADS/RDF and SKOS/RDF 
  
Names – with 11M resources – more than 25x the size! 

 Took basically a week. 
  
All or nothing 

 Full bulk downloads only 
 No incrementals (weekly, daily, etc.) 
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2016 
 
Full download of LC bibliographic data as Bibframe. 

  
 Massive 
  
 Based on raw conversion  
  No relationships 
  Mostly blank nodes 
  Took at least a week or more to produce 
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2018-2019 
 
Revised generation for smaller datasets 
 
 
Streamlined creation of bulk downloads for large datasets 

 Names 
 LCSH 
 Began grouping Cataloging vocabularies 

 
 

 BUT Different processes for different datasets 
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2021 
 
Contract to standardize bulk download creation 

 Includes ability to produce incremental downloads 
 
 
Implemented ActivityStreams 

 Newer way to fetch information about data updates 
 [ Had ATOM Feed since 2012; still supported ] 
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2022-present 
 
 
Put new bulk download code in place. 

 Produced new downloads for everything  
  Except BF Works and Instances 
  BF Hubs download provided 
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2022-present 
Implemented schedule for bulk downloads. 
 

 Names every three months 
  But weekly incrementals are created! 
 LCSH weekly 
  Takes 2 hours. 
 LCGFT, LCMPT, LCDGT weekly 

 
 Cataloging vocabularies every month 

 
 Datasets with infrequent updates  
  Every 3 or 6 months, depending 
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Present-Sept 2022 
 
BF Hubs 

 Produce new bulk download 
 Put on quarterly schedule 
 Produce weekly incrementals 

 
BF Works, Instances 

 Produce bulk downloads 
 Put on quarterly schedule 
 Produce weekly incrementals 
   

Document schedule at ID.LOC.GOV 
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Questions? 

 
 

       
 
 
 

Thank You 
kevinford@loc.gov 

 

 
 


